withdrawal is to prepare India, by making her free for resisting all
militarist and imperialist ambition, whether it is called British Im-
perialism, German Nazism, or your pattern. If we do not, we shall
have been ignoble spectators of the militarization of the world in spite
of our belief that in non-violence we have the only solvent of the
militarist spirit and ambition. Personally I fear that without declaring
the independence of India the Allied powers will not be able to beat
the Axis combination which has^ raised violence to the dignity of a
religion. The Allies cannot beat you and your partners unless the^
beat you in your ruthless and skilled warfare. If they copy it, their
declaration that they will save the world for democracy and individual
freedom must come to nought. I feel that they can only gain strength
to avoid copying your ruthlessness by declaring and recognizing now
the freedom of India, and turning sullen India's forced cooperation
into freed India's voluntary cooperation,
"To Britain and the Allies we have appealed in the name of justice,
in proof of their professions, and in their own self-interest. To you I
appeal in the name of humanity. It is a marvel to me that you do
not see that ruthless warfare is nobody's monopoly. If not the Allies
some other power will certainly improve upon your method and beaj^
you with your own weapon. Even if you win, you will leave no
legacy to your people of which they would feel proud. They cannot
take pride in a recital of cruel deeds however skilfully achieved.
"Even if you win, it will not prove that you were in the right;
it will only prove that your power of destruction was greater. This
applies obviously to the Allies too, unless they perform now the just
and righteous act of freeing India as an earnest and promise of simi-
larly freeing all other subject peoples in Asia and Africa.
"Our appeal to Britain is coupled with the offer of free India's,
willingness to let the Allies retain their troops in India. The offer*1
is made in order to prove that we do not in any way mean to harm
the Allied cause, and in order to prevent you from being misled into
feeling that you have but to step into the country that Britain has
vacated. Needless to repeat that, if 3^011 cherish any such idea and
will carry it out, we will not fail in resisting you with all the might
that our country can muster, I address this appeal to you in the hope
that our movement may even influence you and your partners in the
right direction and deflect you and them from the course which is
bound to end in your moral ruin and the reduction of human beingtf
to robots.
"The hope of your response to my appeal is much fainter than
that of response from Britain. I know that the British are not
devoid of a sense of justice and they know me. I do not know you
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